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Higher Education Act (HEA) Overview

• HEA Last Reauthorized in 2008
• Governs a Broad Array of Campus Life

Senate
• Lamar Alexander (R–TN) – Committee Chair
• Patty Murray (D-WA) – Ranking Member

House of Representatives
• Bobby Scott (D-VA) – Committee Chair
• Virginia Foxx (R-NC) – Ranking Member



Will We Have a Reauthorization Bill?

• Does It Happen?
• Easier in House
• Harder in Senate

• Does It Need to Happen?
• Current law continues to apply in absence of reauthorization.
• If HEA legislation isn’t better than current law, we prefer no 

reauthorization.
• Your engagement is critical.



HEA Reauthorization – Key Issues to Watch

• Sexual Assault

• Accreditation

• Free Public College

• Teacher Preparation

• Major-by-Major Student Aid Eligibility

• Institutional Risk-Sharing

• Spending on Instruction v. Marketing

• Nonprofit Governance Reform

• Cuts/Formula Changes to Student Aid Programs

• Unreasonable Loan Limits 



NAICU Resources

• Advocacy Tips and Tools

• Talking Points—Home and Away

• Contact Congress and Feedback Form

• Key Issues in HEA Reauthorization

• Student Aid Data Sheets

• Private College Fact File

• Issue Briefs

• Washington Update

http://www.naicu.edu/issues-advocacy/advocacy-resources
http://www.naicu.edu/members/home-and-away-2015
http://services.thesoftedge.com/lcf/form.cfm?orgid=NAICU&name=Hill%20Visit%20Feedback%20Form_duplicate_duplicate&key=413339
https://www.naicu.edu/naicu/media/pdf/HEA/Top-Issues-in-HEA-reauthorization-FINAL.pdf
https://www.naicu.edu/policy-advocacy/federal-student-aid-data-sheets
https://www.naicu.edu/research-resources/private-college-factfile-2019
http://www.naicu.edu/policy-advocacy/issue-briefs
http://www.naicu.edu/news-events/washington-update


What Are We Asking You to Do?

• Identify key reauthorization issues for your institution.

• Arrange a meeting or call with your Representative and 
Senators.

• Tell your story!

• Report back to NAICU via our feedback form.

http://services.thesoftedge.com/lcf/form.cfm?orgid=NAICU&name=Hill%20Visit%20Feedback%20Form_duplicate_duplicate&key=413339


Contact Information

• Tim Powers, Director of Student Aid Policy (tim@naicu.edu)

• Jody Feder, Director of Accountability and Regulatory Affairs 
(jody@naicu.edu)

• Stephanie Giesecke, Director of Budget and Appropriations 
(stephanie@naicu.edu) 
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